
Tony Kail has been a member of 
the Tennessee IAI Division for four 
years and has lectured for the TN 
IAI divisional conference and the 
International IAI Conference in 
Dallas, Texas on forensic aspects 
of Santeria and Palo Mayombe. 
 

Kail’s latest article was just 
published in the Journal of 
Counterterrorism & Homeland 
Security Int'l.  The article, entitled 
“The Narco Cult of Santa Muerte” 
introduces us to the concept of 
'Narco Terrorism'.  As Kail 
describes it, Narco-terrorism is 
essent ia l ly a terror ist  act 
performed, in many cases by drug 
cartels, in order to further the aims 
of drug traffickers. 
 

“Narco-terrorism has many players 
in that it has connected strands of 
family drug cartels, human 

traffickers, street level thug gangs 
a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t  g r o u p s .  
Members of narco-terrorist groups 
frequently surround themselves 
with cultural trappings that endorse 
the philosophies of the narco-
terrorist mindset. Presently there is 
an entire 'narco-culture' that 
embraces a lifestyle of violence, 
death and indulgence. One of the 
most popular visible icons found 
among members of this deadly 
culture is a figure known as 'Santa 
Muerte'.”   
 

Imagery of Santa Muerte is 
becoming more prevalent in 
Mexico’s society as authorities are 
finding jewelry and tattoos on 
victims of violent crime. In fact, 
Santa Muerte has penetrated so far 
that images and music have been 
built around this 'narcocultura'. 
 
 

Tony Kail also serves as a law 
enforcement consultant on African 
religious cultures. Kail has served 
as guest lecturer for numerous 
gang investigative units and law 
enforcement departments. He is 
the author of Magico-Religious 
Groups and Ritualistic Activities: A 
Guide for First Responders from 
CRC Press. He can be contacted 
t h r o u g h  h i s  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.cultcrime.org. 
 
 
 
 
 

To read more of Kail’s article, visit 
the journal website at: 
http://www.iacsp.com/latest_article.php.   
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Tony Kail on the Narco Cult of Santa Muerte �
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Digital Summit International (DSI) is the premier e ducational conference 
for anyone who works with digital evidence. 

 

The conference will be held at The Orleans Hotel in  Las Vegas, NV 

August 17 - 19, 2010. 

 
DSI offers attendees of all skill levels the opportunity to attend educational   
presentations and hands-on workshops led by working experts in Video and   
Audio Forensic Analysis, Digital Photography, Multimedia Investigations, and 
Digital Laboratory Management. It also provides attendees with the opportunity 
to network with their peers, exchange best practices, and preview technology 
and services from leading providers in the DSI Exhibit Hall. For more information 
on the key events available at the conference, visit the website at: 
http://dsi-vegas.com/Conference.htm. 
 
And, there is more: All workshops, educational seminars, tours and networking 
events are included in one low conference registration rate. Register today at 
the above website and take advantage of early registration discounted rates. 

 

Plus as a recipient of The TN IAI Quarterly newsletter, when you register online 
you will receive a $25 discount by entering discount code TN10.  

 

Also take advantage of the ultra-low hotel rate offered to attendees of DSI: only 
$24 per night. This rate expires July 16, 2010 so make your reservations today! 

 
For more information, visit our website at: 

www.dsi-vegas.com �
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 It’s time for the annual IAI conference! This year, the conference will be held in Spokane, Washington 
from July 11-17, 2010. The conference theme for this year is “Forensic Technology: Road to Truth and Jus-
tice”. Attendees will be able to participate in over 100 lectures and 100 workshops, as well as network with 
other members of law enforcement from around the country.  

 This year, I am pleased to let the membership know that the TN Division has been able to send two 
representatives to the national conference. Kenneth Blue (Board of Directors) and Greg Robinson (Sergeant at 
Arms) both submitted requests to attend after the vice-president and I both deferred in keeping with the by-law 
that was passed during last year’s division conference. After evaluating the requests, the board decided to split 
the money that it would cost to send one person. This enabled Kenneth, who also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors for the parent body, and Greg, who had not previously attended the national conference, to both go to 
Spokane. 

 I am glad that during this time of training budgets being reduced that the division was able to assist 
two representatives from two different agencies in going to the national conference. Meanwhile, I am continu-
ing to work on the division conference to be held at TBI Headquarters in Nashville from October 4-8. There will 
be some great lectures and workshops this year for a low registration price and 40 hours of POST credit!  I 
have not yet finished the complete schedule, and I encourage you to go the website link on page 5 of this 
newsletter to take the survey about the conference. It’s just a quick five question survey, but the feedback is 
priceless!  

 Remember to check the division website at www.tniai.org for conference updates and registration.
             

          Suzann Lafferty 
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Special Agent/Forensic Scientist Kevin Warner (TBI Firearms Unit) has been deployed to Joint 

Base Balad north of Baghdad, Iraq with the HHT 2nd Squadron 278th Armored Cavalry   

Regiment since December 2009.  His tour was expected to be 12 months long, however 

things changed when Maj. Gen. Max Haston announced that the 3,400 deployed soldiers of 

the state's largest Army National Guard unit would all be home ahead of schedule.  This order 

came as a result of the White House decision to reduce the number of troops deployed in Iraq 

to less than 50,000 by Aug. 31, 2010.  

SA Warner would like to thank everyone for sending care packages to him in Iraq.  He says “it was a nice sur-

prise to have a package waiting for me.  The drink mixes are great.  We drink so much water, after spending all 

our time sweating outside, it's nice to have the flavored drink mixes…  We all appreciate them here.” 

TN IAI  

Conference 

Survey 

 

We want to know 

what YOU want to see 

at the annual conference! Please take this 

quick five question survey so we can get your 

input!   

Respond before July 29, 2010.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Please welcome the following student     

members to our division: 

  

Carleen Nicholson- Nashville State 

  

Amanda Dumont- Kaplan University 

  

Rachel Bartlett- MTSU 

  

Samantha Moore- Nashville State 
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The TN IAI Conference will be 

held October 4-8, 2010 at TBI 

Headquarters in Nashville.�


